Effects of Brugia pahangi infection on the cardiovascular system of stroke-prone spontaneously hypertensive rats.
To determine if filarial infection causes any effect on the cardiovascular system of the host animal, stroke-prone spontaneously hypertensive rats were infected with Brugia pahangi under the assumption that these rats would reveal pathological changes more clearly and in a shorter period than would ordinary rats. The infection resulted in loss of body weight, increase in heart weight, enlargement of left ventricle, and higher mortality rate.